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Middleton Island quadrangle
Descriptions of the mineral occurrences shown on the accompanying figure follow. See U.S. Geological Survey (1996) for a description of the information content of each field in the records. The data presented here are maintained as part of a statewide database on mines, prospects and mineral occurrences throughout Alaska. 
Site name(s): Middleton Island
Location description and accuracy:
The beach along the bluffs at the southwest end of Middleton Island was the site of small-scale placer gold mining as early as 1901. This is locality 1 of Cobb (1972 [MF 380]; 1979 [OF 79-1246 ). It is accurately located.
Commodities:
Main: Au
Other:
Ore minerals: Gold
Gangue minerals: Garnet
Geologic description:
Storm waves concentrate garnet-rich heavy mineral sands that contain small amounts of placer gold along the southwest headland of Middleton Island (Brooks, 1913; Reimnitz and Plafker, 1976) . Other beaches around the island may also contain small amounts of placer gold. Some mining occurred as early as 1901, and by 1913, about 400 ounces of gold were estimated to have been produced (Brooks, 1913) . The recovered gold was fine and flat; the coarsest grain weighed about 0.05 ounce (Brooks, 1913) . Later residents of the Middleton Island military facilities conducted recreational placer gold mining on the island beaches (George Plafker, oral commun., 2001 ). The gold is derived from the reworking of the marine glacial deposits of the upper Cenozoic Yakataga Formation. These rocks make up the bedrock of Middleton Island and much of the surrounding continental shelf (Reimnitz and Plafker, 1976) .
Alteration:
Age of mineralization:
Holocene.
Deposit model:
Placer Au (beach) (Cox and Singer, 1986; model 39a) 
